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Levels of Representation

The subject in Cantonese indirect passives corresponds to part of the semantic argument, often

The So-Called ‘Retained Objects’

(8)  Association between 1-structure and f-structure of (1), following Dalrymple and Nikolaeva

the possessor of the object, rather than the active object. The constituent that remains 1n the canonical post-verbal position 1s NOT an object. (2011):
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Evidence (1): An indirect passive subject co-refers with its antecedent. [topic] focus] (9) The c-structure of (1):
“Mr. Chan had his car crashed by his colleague.”

Consider an example of indirect passive from HKCanCorp (Luke and Wong, 2015): Proposal: The indirect passive subject + ‘retained object’ = Discontinuous subject .
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B-i: Zik'hai® teng' gong® go®* di' jau® waa’ yi' gaa’ bei* jan” fong' uk! aa’ Patt of the patient NP b he inf conal tonic ol
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That is hear say Dem CL alsosay now  Passperson seal house Sfp b. The topicalized NP ‘can” saang' [li4=" (Mr. Chan) which bears a fopic role in (1) is
Rumor has it that those actors/actresses had their houses sealed up. in the sentence -1nitial; and subject often corresponds to the topic position in Cantonese -
(go*di' Ml M= the actors/actresses) Conclusion
and Mandarin Chinese (.1 and Thompson 1976) .
i il i% ian? 3 1 il 0933 2 aan? I 02 3 | a. The indirect passive, a.k.a. the retained object construction, 1s the outcome of passivization
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CL  actor/actress Poss housenow  Pass person seal Pert Sip domain of the sentence and remains in its post-verbal position. b. Part of the passive subject is pragmatically prominent and bears a discourse topic role.
“Those actors’/actresses’ houses have now been sealed up.” . — — . ———r , , , S ,
can saang bel” tung'st” zong’-laan” zo” gaa” ce c. The so-called ‘retained object’ (Huang 1999), 1.e. the post-verbal DP/NP, in indirect passives
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Observation: The indirect passive Sllbj ect shows behaviour consistent with the typlcal Mr. Chan 1ad his car crashed by his COHeague grammatical function, more Speciﬁcally) the passive SURJ.
topic role. TOPIC FOCUS
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